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COUGARS POUNCE 


Also: Conwell-Egan wins. RALLY | c6 
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SACK DAK? IF ONLY IT 
WERE THAT SIMPLE 
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ON PROBATION 


Troubled 
Cheyney 
wins a 
reprieve 


An education panel 
allowed the university to 
keep its accreditation as 
it struggles to stabilize. 


By Nancy Phillips 
and Susan Snyder 
STAFF WRITERS 

Cheyney University, the na- 
tion’s oldest historically black 
college and a school nearly at 
the brink of collapse, got a key 
reprieve Friday when a regional 
education panel allowed the uni- 
versity to keep its accreditation 
while it struggles to right its 
course. 

The school had been on proba- 
tion and at risk of losing accredi- 
tation because of its troubled fi- 
nances, abysmal academic 
record, and unstable leadership. 
Such a loss would have made 
Cheyney students ineligible for 
state and federal tuition aid and 
almost certainly would have 
forced the storied school to 
close. But the Middle States Com- 
mission on Higher Education 
averted that outcome by extend- 
ing its probation for a year, giv- 
ing the college more time to bal- 
ance its budget and stabilize its 
operations. The university has 
been on probation since 2015. 

Cheyney president Aaron A. 
Walton on Friday said he was 
delighted to learn that the school 
would hold on to its accredita- 
tion while its top administrators, 
trustees, and the state board of 
governors work to chart a path 
to stability. 

“The journey of the thousand 
miles begins with the first step, 
and this is the first step,” he said. 

Robert W. Bogle, the longtime 

See CHEYNEY on A2 


ELECTORAL GLOW 


socialists 
see signs 
of broader 
appeal 


It was a long-awaited 
pendulum swing left. 


By Aubrey Whelan 
STAFF WRITER 

Natalie Midiri couldn’t even 
watch. 

It wasn’t that she was pessimis- 
tic about last week’s elections. As 
a member of the national political 
committee of the Democratic So- 
cialists of America — the most 
prominent socialist organization 
in the country — she had a hunch 
that the explosive growth her 
own organization had seen over 
the last year might be a harbin- 
ger of good things. 

In Center City, the watch party 
for Larry Krasner — the progres- 
sive district attorney candidate 
running as a Democrat and en- 
dorsed by the local DSA chapter 
— was raucous with the same 
kind of anticipation. But Midiri, 
on her couch at home, turned off 
her TV shortly after the returns 
started coming in. 

The Rutgers alumna and Philly- 
based community organizer re- 
membered how she’d felt last 
year, when she’d been certain 

See SOCIALISTS on A2 


WEST CHESTER NURSING FACILITY BLAZE 


ANGUISH AND WORRY 


THE TOLL: 27 residents 
= were hospitalized, and 
~ some haven't been found. 


THE INFERNO: |t quickly 


went to 5 alarms, burned 
out of control for hours. 


A five-alarm fire ravaged a large nursing-home complex, Barclay Friends Senior Living, in West Chester late Thursday night into Friday 
morning, forcing the evacuation of residents and sending several to area hospitals. DAVID SWANSON / Staff Photographer 


Cause unknown; rescues in wheelchairs 


By Mari A. Schaefer, 
Erin McCarthy 

and Justine McDaniel 

STAFF WRITERS 

he blaze burned out of 
control for 21⁄2 hours, 
gutting a huge swath of 
a nursing home in West 
Chester. It sent 27 peo- 
ple to the hospital. It drove 
scores of aged and frail resi- 
dents into the cold and dark, 
many of whom were rolled to 
safety in wheelchairs and hospi- 
tal beds, swathed in blankets. 


And hours af- 
ter the fire was » MOST 
extinguished AFFECTED: 
at the Barclay How to help 


Friends facility 
on Friday, in- 
vestigative offi- 
cials said they 
still could not account for all of 
the residents there. 

One West Chester man, Ken- 
neth McGill, 62, said his elderly 
in-laws were missing, and that 
facility administrators had not 
yet been able to locate them at 
any hospital or other facility tak- 
ing in displaced Barclay Friends 
residents. He declined to identi- 


patients taken 
from memory 
unit. A5 


The fire drove scores of aged and frail residents into the cold and dark, many of them rolled to safety 
in wheelchairs and hospital beds, swathed in blankets. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 


Neighbors turn first responders 


By Justine McDaniel the cold and wind, leaving his We just helped fy his wife’s parents, saying only 

STAFF WRITER wife and one-year-old daughter wrapping that they had moved about a 

Boom. It almost sounded like a asleep. He crossed Goshen Road body in blanket year ago into a small Barclay 
car accident. Ed Costa of West and ran up the hill from the every ody in blankets, apartment in an area for resi- 
Chester, just out of the shower north, one of the first to join trying to keep them dents with memory impairment. 


and preparing for bed at 10:45 
p.m., went to his second-story bed- 
room window. He saw an orange 
glow, then realized there were 
flames shooting up from the nurs- 
ing home across the street. 

He threw on a t-shirt and 
shorts and rushed outside into 


what became a massive effort to 
evacuate more than 200 resi- 
dents from the Barclay Friends 
Senior Living facility as a five- 
alarm fire raged at the complex. 

Along with first responders, 
dozens of people from surround- 

See RESCUE on A5 


warm. I was surprised 
at how calm they 
were... The biggest 
complaint was ‘I’m 
cold; 

Harry Cepis 


McGill held out hope that his 
phone would ring with word that 
they were still alive. 

“We’re just waiting for a call,” 
McGill said. 

Officials would not elaborate 
on the missing or even specify 

See FIRE on A4 


ZIMBABWE | A3 


Calls grow for 
Mugabe's departure 


: MEEK MILL | B1 


' Bail hearing was 
scheduled in error 


: ‘DAY BY DAY’ | B1 
: Ridge recovering 
: after heart attack 


Wd, 
ane. - WEATHER 


‘High 54, Low 50 


AccuWeather report, C8 


Sunday 56|34 Tuesday 
Monday 47|36 


56|41 
Wednesday 54| 31 
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